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Zumtobel Group investing in the UK market - Thorn to build new plant in Spennymoor
10 January, 2007 

· Thorn makes a long-term commitment to Spennymoor 
· Creation of a new facility covering over 40,000 sq.m of floorspace
The UK-based lighting manufacturer Thorn, a brand of the Austrian Zumtobel Group, is to build a new production facility in Spennymoor in the north east of England. The appropriate planning permission was granted at the beginning of the year by the local authorities in Spennymoor. The move will involve transfer of production operations from the plant in Merrington Lane that Thorn has occupied since 1952, to a new site in Green Lane in Spennymoor. By granting planning permission, the local authorities have secured the future of Thorn Lighting in Spennymoor. This aligns well with the Zumtobel Group's strategy of locating production of around 50% of its total output in the Group's core Western European markets, thereby ensuring the necessary customer proximity for its project business. 

Zumtobel Group CEO Andreas Ludwig was delighted at the go-ahead for construction of the new plant in Spennymoor: 

"By building a new production facility in the north east of England we are underlining our commitment to the UK, the Zumtobel Group's largest market. This decision reflects our strategy of keeping production operations as close to the customer as possible in the project business sector, in order to ensure maximum flexibility and responsiveness to customer wishes." 

The new Thorn plant in Spennymoor - flexible and efficient
Thorn, which originated in the Electric Lamp Service Company founded in England by Jules Thorn in 1928 and was taken over in 2000 by the Zumtobel Group, is now one of the world's leading high-quality suppliers of professional indoor and outdoor lighting. Thorn is the UK market leader, with an output of over 4 million light fittings per annum. The new plant in Green Lane will cover 40.000 sq. m of floorspace. The aim is to establish a modern, efficient and flexible facility that can respond fast to changes in the marketplace. Development is planned to begin in February 2007, with production start-up scheduled for the spring of 2008.  

By also building the Thorn Academy of Light at the new site, Zumtobel is ensuring that human resource development and application-specific customer training form a focus of activities in Spennymoor. The international Academy will be used to promote new training methods, particularly in the sales sector.   

Commenting on approval for new plant, David Johnston, Operations Director of Thorn UK, said: 

"The Borough Council's decision has secured the future of Thorn in Spennymoor for the next few decades. This not only means job security for our existing workforce, it also brings security to our partners in the UK. Promoting new products will be high on the agenda at the new plant. And with the Thorn Academy of Light we are sending out a clear signal that we are looking to the future with great confidence." 

Old plant to give way to residential development  
Following the transfer of production to Green Lane, the Merrington Lane site is to be sold off by the  Zumtobel Group. As the local authorities have already confirmed, the site will be redeveloped for housing. Development is due to commence in 2008, once the new Thorn premises are operational. The sale of this property forms part of the LITE initiative, within which the Zumtobel Group has triggered measures around the world to optimise its real-estate portfolio in the next 18 months. 
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